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Decision Discussion Assurance Information 
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Has the report (or variation of it) been presented to another Committee / Meeting? 

If yes, state the Committee / Meeting: No  

Executive Summary 
 

Summary from NHS England North of standard items (including contracts, planning, finance 

and transformation) that fall under the delegated commissioning agenda. 

Recommendations 
The Primary Care Commissioning Committee is being asking to: 
 
Note the contents of the paper 
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Network Contract Directed Enhanced Service 
 
NHS England and NHS Improvement published the PCN specification for 2020/21 on 
31st March 2020. A weblink to the document is below 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/network-contract-des-
specification-pcn-requirements-entitlements-2020-21.pdf 

PCNs are required to return two documents to the CCG as part of the terms of the 
specification. A first return is due from each PCN by 31st May 2020 confirming whether 
there are any changes to the PCN membership for 20/21. A second return is due by 31st 
August 2020 detailing the PCNs recruitment and workforce intentions  
 

 
1.) Digital Primary Care – Additional support for GP Practices 

 
NHS England and NHS Improvement are offering support to Practice and PCNs to get 
the best from the digital primary care pathway. The offer is fully funded and will be 
delivered by a blended team from a collection of organisations who are working with 
regional teams including Commissioning Support Units, Academic Health Science 
Networks, Time to Care, NHS Digital, NHSX and subject matter experts in NHS England 
and Improvement regional and national teams.  
The support will be tailored but could be shaped around the following  

o Areas of work: online consultation (total triage) and associated process redesign, video 

consultations, Electronic Prescriptions Service, GP Connect supporting overall digital 

strategy. 

o Progressing to the next stage: procurement and deployment, beginning to make use, 

sustaining and optimising your use, working across your PCN.  

o Different skills and expertise: understanding practice needs, tailoring the approach 

and supporting practices with the use of digital tools e.g. business process change, 

workflow re-design. This might cover introducing flexible working in the team, using hub 

solutions, reducing admin work for GPs and leading the team through change and 

uncertainty.  

Practices and PCNs are being asked to express an interest in the offer by 29th May. 
Further updates will be provided at the next Committee meeting 
 
 

2.) Covid-19 
Links below to regular updates provided to primary care and general practice regarding 
the emerging COVID-19 situation 
 https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/primary-care/  
 https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/primary-care/general-practice/  
 
 

3.) Covid-19 Response. Identifying a named clinical lead for all care homes 
As part of the Covid 19 response CCGs were asked to identify a named clinical lead for 
each CQC registered care home. Further details are included in the attached letter 
(appendix 1) including the request for CGCs to submit a weekly sit-rep   

 
 
 

The Committee is asked to note the updates in the paper 
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